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TThhee  AAssiiaa  PPaacciiffiicc  MMoovveemmeenntt  oonn  DDeebbtt  aanndd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  ((JJSS--AAPPMMDDDD))  aanndd  tthhee  

CCaammppaaiiggnn  NNeettwwoorrkk  oonn  tthhee  RRiigghhtt  ttoo  EEsssseennttiiaall  SSeerrvviicceess  aanndd  NNaattuurraall  RReessoouurrcceess  

oorrggaanniizzeedd  aa  ccoonnssoolliiddaatteedd  aaccttiioonn  iinn  AAssiiaa  ttoo  hhiigghhlliigghhtt  ddeemmaannddss  ffoorr  cclliimmaattee  jjuussttiiccee  

aanndd  rraaiissee  ooppppoossiittiioonn  ttoo  wwaatteerr  aanndd  ppoowweerr  pprriivvaattiizzaattiioonn  pprroojjeeccttss  tthhaatt  wwoorrsseenn  tthhee  

cclliimmaattee  cchhaannggee..  IItt  ccooiinncciiddeess  wwiitthh  tthhee  tthhrreeee--ddaayy  WWoorrlldd  PPeeooppllee’’ss  CCoonnffeerreennccee  oonn  

CClliimmaattee  aanndd  tthhee  RRiigghhttss  ooff  MMootthheerr  EEaarrtthh,,  hheelldd  iinn  CCoocchhaabbaammbbaa,,  BBoolliivviiaa  ffrroomm  

AApprriill  1199  ttoo  2222  aanndd  ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  bbyy  bbootthh  ppeeooppllee  ffrroomm  ddiiffffeerreenntt  sseeccttoorrss  ooff  ssoocciieettyy  

aanndd  vvaarriioouuss  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss..  

  

TThhiiss  BBuulllleettiinn  iiss  aa  ccoommppiillaattiioonn  ooff  aarrttiicclleess,,  pprreessss  rreelleeaasseess,,  ssttaatteemmeennttss,,  aanndd  pphhoottooss  

ooff  tthhee  rreessppoonnsseess  aanndd  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  oouurr  mmeemmbbeerrss..  
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To all JS-APMDD and RTRS Members and Friends 

Call for Coordinated Activities and Actions 
On April 22, 2010 

  
On April 19-22, 2010, over 15,000 people and up to 70 governments from all over the world will gather to attend the 

World People’s Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother Earth in Cochabamba, Bolivia. The event 

is in response to the failed COP15 in Copenhagen and aims to highlight the central role of peoples movements and 

social movements in the climate struggle and the critical alliance that must be forged between movements and 

progressive governments. 

 

In solidarity with this global gathering and in celebration of Earth Day,  JS APMDD and the Right to Essential 

Services and Natural Resources urge all its members and friends to organize actions on this day and use this 

occasion in raising our demands for climate justice and opposition to water and power privatization projects that 

exacerbate climate change.  

  

Through these actions, we will put forward the following demands:  

 

1. For North countries to give full reparations for the ecological debt and climate debt they owe to the 
South. 

2. For North countries to undertake deep, drastic cuts of GHG emissions through domestic measures. 
3. Southern nations to assert their right to develop and meet the needs of its people through a system that 

is ecologically sound, just, equitable and democratic. 
4. End the policies, operations and projects of IFIs that exacerbate climate change, including water and 

power projects.  Stop IFIs, especially the WB and regional development banks, from claiming major 
roles in addressing the climate crisis and using it to push more privatization projects.    

5. For all governments to recognize  and ensure peoples’ rights and access to sufficient, affordable, clean, 
quality water and adequate, reliable, affordable, safe, clean and sustainable power services and energy.  

6. For all governments to recognize that the use of very critical ecological and environmental resources in 
water and power services necessitate that these services remain under the public domain and protected 
from intrusion by corporations.    

7. Cancel all illegitimate debts claimed from the South as a matter of justice and as a major step towards 
enabling countries to deal with the economic and climate crises. 
 

 We will give prominence to the following calls: 

 

SYSTEM CHANGE, NOT CLIMATE CHANGE! 

STOP WATER AND POWER PROJECTS THAT EXACERBATE CLIMATE CHANGE! 

REPARATIONS for CLIMATE DEBT! 

 

Please share with us information on your plans and send us news and photos of your activities immediately after they have 

taken place so we can help circulate and disseminate them.   
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PHILIPPINES 

Affected communities meet to combat 
climate change 
 

MANILA, Philippines  ɬ A day 

before the world celebrates the 

Mother Earth Day, around 500 

members and friends of newly -

formed coalition working on 

climate justice gathered in a 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯforum Wednesday at the 

Riverbanks Center in Marikina.  

 

They called on the Philippine 

government to heed the urgent 

demands of affected communities 

in pursuing a more equitable and 

sustainable development path, and 

ÛÖɯ ×ÜÛɯ ×ÌÖ×ÓÌÚɀɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÚɯ ÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ

center of the global talks to address 

Climate Change. The Philippine 

Movement for Climate Justice 

(PMCJ), a network of various 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯ ÈÕËɯ ÕÖÕ-governmental 

organizations, marginalized 

communities, social movements 

and basic sectors, organized the 

ÍÖÙÜÔȮɯ ËÜÉÉÌËɯ Ɂ,ake-shift for 

"ÓÐÔÈÛÌɯ)ÜÚÛÐÊÌȭɂ 

 

Ɂ(Ûɯ ÐÚɯ ÐÔ×ÌÙÈÛÐÝÌɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ

government makes that shift ɬ 

away from the short-sighted, profit-

driven, extractive and destructive 

ËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯ ×ÈÛÏȮɂɯ ÚÈÐËɯ )ÜËàɯ

Pasimio, executive director of the 

Legal Rights and Natural Resources 

Center - Kasama sa Kalikasan 

(LRC-KsK). She explained that the 

day-long event is in solidarity with 

15,000 climate justice and 

environmental activists from 90 

countries attending a climate 

change conference in Bolivia. 

 

The Bolivian event, dubbed 

Ɂ/ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯ 6ÖÙÓËɯ "ÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯ ÖÕɯ

Climate Change and the Rights of 

,ÖÛÏÌÙɯ $ÈÙÛÏȮɂɯ ÐÚɯ ÈÕɯ ÐÕÐÛÐÈÛÐÝÌɯ ÖÍɯ

President Evo Morales Ayma as the 

grassroots alternative and response 

ÛÖɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÍÈÐÓÌËɯ4ÕÐÛÌËɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ

climate talks in Copenhagen. It is 

currently being held in 

Cochabamba until April 22. The 

Bolivia-ÓÌËɯ ÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯ ÊÏÈÕÎÌɯ ÛÈÓÒÚɀɯ

main goal is to present draft 

proposals to the 16th Conference of 

Parties (COP-16) meeting due to be 

held in Mexico later this year. 

 

Pasimio said that unlike the COP-15 

Copenhagen summit by the United 

Nations in December 2009, the local 

event aimed to have an inclusive 

and participative environmental 

discourse. 

 

Ɂ(ÛɯÐÚɯÏÐÎÏɯÛÐÔÌɯÞÌɯÓÐÚÛÌÕÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

voices of the unheard, of the people 

who come from different walks of 

life because they also have their 

own solutions and plans to solve 

ÛÏÌɯÊÓÐÔÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÊÙÐÚÐÚȮɂɯ/ÈÚÐÔÐÖɯ

stressed. 

 

Pasimio added that rarely are there 

occasions where sectors in 

agriculture, fisheries, urban poor, 

indigenous peoples, labor and 

women are given opportunities to 

share their situations and how they 

are being affected by the climate 

crisis. 

 

For his part, Milo Tanchuling, 

secretary general of the Freedom 

from Debt Coalition, urged the 

government not to associate the 

country to the Copenhagen Accord 

so as not to veer away from the 

United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) process. 

The Copenhagen Accord is a 

political agreement among a small 

number of rich countries and the 

big four emerging economies ɬ 

China, India, Brazil, and South 

Africa brokered by the United 

States in the final hours of the 

climate negotiations in Copenhagen 

last December 2009.  The 

Conference of Parties refused to 

adopt and merely took note of the 

Freedom from Debt 
Coalition | 21 April 2010 
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Various civic groups 
hold parallel Bolivia 

climate -change 
talks in Marikina  

today  
 

 

 

BusinessMirror 
21 April 2010, Page B-5 upper-fold 
 

In solidarity with climate -justice activists attending a 
climate -change conference in Bolivia, around 500 
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÎÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ 
organizations are expected to get involved in a parallel 
event here to consolidate proposals, str ategies and 
specific actions on how to address the impacts of climate 
change locally and globally.  
 

agreement in part because it was a 

product of an undemocratic and 

non-transparent process. The 

accord has been criticized as well 

by governments and 

civil society 

organizations for falling 

short of what is urgently 

needed to avert the 

climate crisis. 

 

The United States 

however is insisting that 

the Accord become the 

basis for continuing 

negotiations leading up 

to the next global 

climate summit in 

Mexico towards the end of the year. 

 

PMCJ also urged the government to 

demand Climate Justice from the 

so-called ANNEX 1 or developed 

countries. Climate justice is a 

principle that puts the burden to 

countries responsible for climate 

crisis based on their excessive 

emissions, detrimental actions and 

extraction of resources from other 

countries. 

 

Lidy Nacpil of the Jubilee South ɬ 

Asia Pacific Movement on Debt and 

Development (JS-APMDD) called 

on the Philippine government and 

other South governments to remain 

steadfast in demanding Annex I 

countries to answer for their 

historical responsibility in causing 

the problem of climate change.  

 

Ɂ1Ì×ÈÙÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÔÜÚÛɯ ÉÌɯ ÔÈËÌɯ

for the climate debt the Annex 

countries owe to the South. 

Reparations include providing 

climate finance to enable 

people of the South, especially 

the most affected 

communities, to cope with the 

impacts of climate change and 

compensate for losses, 

ËÈÔÈÎÌÚȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ËÌÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕȮɂɯ

Nacpil stressed.  

 

Organizers of the event said the 

proposals and strategies by each 

sector in the local conference will be 

consolidated and submitted to the 

Philippine government and 

international forums. 

$ÕÂÂÅÄ Ȱ-ÁËÅÓÈÉÆÔ ÆÏÒ #ÌÉÍÁÔÅ 
*ÕÓÔÉÃÅȟȱ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ 
ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 7ÏÒÌÄ 
Conference on Climate Change and 
ÔÈÅ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ -ÏÔÈÅÒ %ÁÒÔÈȟȱ ÔÈÅ 
ÇÒÁÓÓÒÏÏÔÓ ÁÌÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 
United Nations climate talks in 
Copenhagen. 
The local event will be held today 
at the Riverbanks Center in 
Marikina, and is being organized by 
the newly formed coalition 

Philippine 
Movement for 
Climate Justice (PMCJ). 
 
Meanwhile, the Bolivian conference 
with more than 15,000 participants 
from 90 countries is currently 
being held in Cochabamba until 
tomorrow.  
 
Malou Tabios, PMCJ secretariat, 
said the Philippines is one of the 
top countries vulnerable to the 

impacts of climate change, such as 
extreme precipitation and drought. 
She lamented that rarely do sectors 
in agriculture, fisheries, urban 
poor, indigenous peoples, labor and 
women are given opportunities to 
share their situations and how they 
are being affected by the climate 
crisis. 
 

MEDIA COVERAGE 
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Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ Á ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ 4ÁÂÉÏÓȢ 
Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÆÏÒÕÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÂÒÉÎÇ 
together representatives from poor 
areas so they can formulate 
ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍȢȱ 
 
The main component of the 
program are workshops and 
caucuses where participants will 
discuss their own sectoral 
proposals and other cross-cutting 
climate-change issues, such as 
financing, human rights, power or 
energy, water and biodiversity. 
 
PMCJ plans to submit the policy 
ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÁÌÓ ÁÓ Ȱ0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 
5ÒÇÅÎÔ $ÅÍÁÎÄÓȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉÎÅ 
government through the newly 
constituted Climate Change 
Commission, as well as in 
internat ional forums. 
 
Last year in Copenhagen, Bolivian 
President Evo Morales Ayma 
ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄȡ Ȱ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
and respect what our people say. 
Let what the people say be binding 
ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ 
countries. Only in this way are we 
going to resolve the profound 
differences between one president 
and the next, between one 
government and the next, between 
one continent and the next, and 
especially the differences with the 
ÃÁÐÉÔÁÌÉÓÔ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȣȢ 4ÈÅ ÄÅÂÁÔÅ 
about climate change is a debate 
between two ways of life and of 
culture: the culture of life and the 
ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÄÅÁÔÈȢȱ 
 
It was not surprising that 18 days 
after the Copenhagen talks, the 

Bolivian President made a public 
call for the world conference 
aiming to analyze the structural 
causes of climate change, propose 
alternative models for living well in 
harmony with nature, discuss and 
agree upon a Universal Declaration 
for the Rights of Mother Earth, 
work out the mechanisms that 
would permit carrying out a World 
Referendum on Climate Change, 
and develop a proposal to create a 
Climate Justice Court. 
 
The Bolivia-led climate-change 
ÔÁÌËÓȭ ÍÁÉÎ ÇÏÁÌ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÄÒÁÆÔ 
propo s als to the 16th Conference 
of Parties meeting due to be held in 
Mexico later this year.  
 
Participants to the local event are 
Aniban ng Manggagawa sa 
Agrkultura, Alliance of Progressive 
Labor, Alyansa Tigil Mina, 
Ikauunlad ng Sosyalistang Isip at 
Gawa, Bukluran ng Manggagawang 
Pilipino, Care for the Earth, Center 
for Empowerment and Resource 
Development, Faith-based 
Congress Against Immoral Debt, 
Freedom from Debt Coallition 
(Cebu, Iloilo, Negros, Eastern 
Visayas, Soccsksargen, Western 
Mindanao, Davao City branches), 
Focus on the Global South-
Philippines, Great Work Movement, 
GCAP-Philippines, Jubilee South-
APMDD, Kilusang Mangingisda, 
Katipunan para sa Pagpapalaya ng 
Sambayanan, Koalisyong Pabahay 
ng Pilipinas, Kampanya para sa 
Makataong Pamumuhay, Kongreso 
ng Pagkakaisa ng Maralintang 
Lungsod, Kaisa-Ka, Kabataan 
Kontra Kahirapan, Kilusan Para sa 

Pambansang Demokrasya, La Liga 
Policy Institute, Legal Rights and 
Natural Resources Center-FOE 
Pilipinas; Lakas at Ugnayan ng 
Maralita Laban sa Kahirapan 
(Lumaban Ka), Makabayan 
Pilipinas, Makabayan-KPD, Kilusan 
ng mga Kababaihan sa Kanayunan, 
Pattak-Community Based Allaince 
Against Water Privatization, 
Partido ng Manggagawa, Philippine 
Legislators Committee on 
Population and Development 
Foundation, Philippine Legislators 
Committee on Population and 
Development Foundation, 
Pandayan para sa Sosyalistang 
Pilipinas, Rural and Reconstruction 
Movement, ODA-Watch Philippines, 
Sagip-Sierra Madre Network, 
Sarilaya, Samahan ng 
Demokratikong Kabataan, 
Tambuyog, and Rice Watch and 
Action Network. 
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Water warriors press for moratorium 
on water permits

 

Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center (LRC -KsK) ɬ  Luzon  

April 21, 2010 

n line with the Global Earth 

Week celebration, Ifugao leaders 

of the province of Nueva 

Vizcaya and a 100 strong 

contingent of water advocates 

troop the National Wate r Regulatory 

Board (NWRB) in Quezon City to 

urge the regulatory board to freeze 

the issuance of water permits for 

mining projects that exacerbate water 

crisis and climate change, uphold 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌÚɀɯ ÉÈÚÐÊɯ ÙÐÎÏÛɯ ÛÖɯ ÞÈÛÌÙȮɯ ÈÕËɯ

address the proper management and 

conservation of our fresh water 

resources, primarily to 

secure community and 

agricultural use.  

 

Highlighting the protest 

action, Ifugao leaders 

filed Motions to Resolve 

the Didipio water cases at 

the NWRB, urging the 

institution to reject the 

water permit applications 

of North Luzon 

Sustainable Development 

Corporation (NLSDC), a 

subsidiary of OceanaGold 

(an Australian mining 

company). NLSDC and 

OceanaGold intend to use the waters 

of Didipio, Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya 

for mining operations and deny the 

community of these waters for their 

domestic and agricultural needs. 

These waters have been used by the 

indigenous community in their 

agriculture for four (4) decades.  

 

According to Manong Lorenzo 

Pulido, a leader of Didipio Earth 

Savers Multi-purpose Association 

(DESAMA is an Ifugao community 

organization resisting the 

OceanaGold mining project in their 

community) and a village official in 

Brgy. Didipio, Kasibu, Nueva 

5ÐáÊÈàÈɯ Ɂ.ÜÙɯ ×ÙÖÝÐÕÊÌɯ ÏÈÚɯ ÉÌÌÕɯ

feeling the devastating effects of El 

Nino. This condition is further 

worsened by the mining projects in 

our province which have been 

approved by national government, as 

these projects compete with our 

domestic and agricultural fresh water 

ÕÌÌËÚȭɂɯ-ÜÌÝÈɯ5ÐáÊÈàÈɯÐÚɯÏÖÚÛɯÛÖɯÛÞÖɯ

mining projects under Financial and 

Technical Assistance Agreements 

(FTAA) by the national government 

with foreign mining companies ɬ  

OceanaGold Philippines Inc. and 

FCF-MTL Metals Mining Corporation 

ɬ with a total land area of 18,880.54 

ha. It is also subject to numerous 

mining explorations with a total land 

area of 25, 171.73.  

 

Ɂ ɯÊÓÌÈÙɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕɯÊÈÕɯ

be seen in our village. OceanaGold 

Philippines Inc. wants to utilise big 

volumes of water for their operation 

and deny our community with our 

fresh water needs. We have been 

using these waters for forty years, 

long before the mining company 

came into our village. These waters 

have been our source for drinking, 

cooking, bathing, washing, and 

watering our vegetables and other 

ÊÙÖ×Úȭɂɯ,ÈÕÖÕÎɯ/ÜÓÐËÖɯÈËËÚȭ  

 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɯ ÐÚɯ ÞÏàɯ ÞÌɯ ÏÈÝe 

travelled all the way 

from our village to urge 

the NWRB to heed the 

call of the people that the 

institution should put the 

interest and rights of the 

people to adequate and 

clean water first before 

foreign mining 

corporations like 

.ÊÌÈÕÈÎÖÓËȭɂɯ ÈÚÚÌÙÛÚɯ

Manong Pulido.  

Gerry Arances, 

Campaigns Paralegal of 

Legal Rights and Natural 

Resources Center (LRC-KsK) ɬ  

Luzon Regional Office likewise 

ÈÚÚÌÙÛÚɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÛÏÌɯ-61!ɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÍÙÌÌáÌɯ

issuing water permits that will 

exacerbate the water crisis like those 

applied by Oceanagold and NLSDC 

for mining purposes. Mining is a 

water-intensive operation that will 

inevitably deny communities, like 

#ÐËÐ×ÐÖȮɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÍÙÌÚÏÞÈÛÌÙɯÕÌÌËÚȭɂ 

 

I  
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Ɂ!ÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÚÛÜËÐÌÚȮɯƗƖȮƔƙƘɯÓÐÛÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ

freshwater is needed just to produce 

a single ounce of gold or 773,000 

liters of freshwater to produce a kilo 

of gold. According to OceanaGold, 

they intend to produce a total of 

120,000 ounces of gold and 15,000 

tons of copper annually for 10 years. 

This would mean that OceanaGold 

would need 3.8 billion liters of 

freshwater every year in producing 

its gold production targets. This 

volume of freshwater is sufficient to 

produce 1,538,592 kilograms of rice 

ȹÖÙɯƗƔȮƛƛƕȭƜƘɯÊÈÝÈÕÚɯÖÍɯÙÐÊÌȺȭɂɯ ÙÈÕÊÌÚɯ

adds.  

 

Ɂ8ÖÜɯÊÖÜÓËɯÑÜÚÛɯÐÔÈÎÐÕÌɯÛÏÌɯÝÖÓÜÔÌɯ

of water needed for mining 

operations that have been approved 

by the national governments. A total 

of 569.026.65 hectares are currently 

under Financial Technical Assistance 

Agreement (FTAA) and Mineral 

Processing and Sharing Agreement 

(MPSA), which according to our 

computation based on the Didipio 

case, would approximately need a 

total of 138.65 billion liters of 

freshwaters every year. This volume 

would already be sufficient to 

approximately produce 55.45 millions 

ÖÍɯÒÐÓÖÎÙÈÔÚɯÖÍɯÙÐÊÌȵɂɯ ÙÈÕÊÌÚɯÍÜÙÛÏÌÙɯ

asserts. 

 

Milo Tanchuling, Secretary General 

of Freedom from Debt Coalition 

(FDC) and lead convenor of 

Philippine Movement for Climate 

Justice (PMCJ) also affirms that 

Ɂ3ÏÌÚÌɯÔÐÕÐÕÎɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÚɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ

projects that aggravate the effects of 

climate change and impair the 

adaptive capacity of our people 

should be stopped immediately. The 

devastating effects of El Nino and last 

àÌÈÙɀÚɯ3à×ÏÖÖÕɯ.ÕËÖàɯÈÙÌɯÑÜÚÛɯÈɯÛÈÚÛÌɯ

of what climate change brings. The 

government should act without delay 

and we should be vigilant as time is 

ticking agaiÕÚÛɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÜÚȭɂ 

 

Ɂ+ÐÒÌÞÐÚÌȮɯ ËÐÚÊÏÈÙÎÌËɯ ÊÖÕÛÈÔÐÕÈÛÌËɯ

water from the mine processing 

plants will adversely affect the 

quality of water in the rivers if not 

eventually kill these rivers. 

Experience proves that mine waste 

effectively destroys every single life 

form it touches. In fact, OceanaGold 

has recently pleaded guilty of 

polluting a stream on the west coast 

of New Zealand when it discharged 

sediments into waterways near its 

1ÌÌÍÛÖÕɯÎÖÓËɯÔÐÕÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÖÜÕÛÙàȭɂɯ

Arances clarifies.  

 

 ɂ6ÈÛÌÙɯÐÚɯ+ÐÍÌȮɯÈÕËɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÈÚɯÈɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯ

resource should be allocated in the 

interest and beneficial use of the 

greatest number of people. In times 

of water crisis and worsening effects 

of climate change, as seen in the on-

going effects of El Nino wherein 

more than 14 provinces have already 

been declared as under state of 

calamity, it is of utmost urgency that 

the government through the NWRB, 

freeze the issuance of water permits 

to mining companies. To allow the 

likes of OceanaGold to use water for 

its mine operations in mining projects 

such as in Didipio will certainly 

deprive communities of adequate 

water supply and lead to the 

contamination and pollution of the 

ÞÈÛÌÙȮɯ ÐÕɯ ÝÐÖÓÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯ

vested right to the beneficial use of 

the water resources ɬ domestic and 

agricultural needs, Arances 

concludes.

 

Protests mark earth 

day commemoration 
Mindanao Examiner  | April 22, 2010 
  
Koronodal City ɀ Protest activities marked the 
commemoration of earth day in various parts of the 
region as groups call for a stop of various extractive 
ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÌÉÖÅÌÉÈÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ 
the environment . 
 
 

 
Organized by member organizations 
of SoCSKSARGEN Climate Action 
Now (CAN), the protesters 
particularly targeted a mining 
project and a coal fired power plant 

and call for climate justice amidst 
the threat of global warming. 
 
Giant mining firm hit  

Around 1,700 people led by the 
Catholic Church marched around 
the town center of Tampakan, South 
Cotabato on Tuesday to demand the 
pull -out of XSTRATA-Sagitarius 
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Mines Incorporated (SMI) in the 
area. 
 
Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅÌÉÎÅÓ ÏÆ 
the communities in Tampakan and 
other areas otherwise our dignity as 
human beings will be lost 
eventuÁÌÌÙȱ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÓ &ÒȢ 'ÉÌÌÁÒÍÅ *ÏÙ 
Pelino, Vicar of Tampakan Parish in 
a protest-rally attended by religious 
followers, farmers and irrigators 
associations and indigenous 
peoples. 
 
'ÉÌÌÁÒÍÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 
struggle against XSTRATA-3-)ȭÓ 
copper-cold project will continue to 
groundswell and we see more 
communities and organizations 
joining our ranks in the months to 
ÃÏÍÅȢȱ 
 
Ȱ-ÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ τπȟπππ ÈÅÃÔÁÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÒÉÃÅ 
fields in South Cotabato and Davao 
del Sur will be affected the 
XSTRATA-3-)ȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ 
(We) the irrigators have decided to 
join the campaign because we fear 
that we will end up with no food to 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȱ ÓÁÉÄ 
Ireneo Felizilda, President of 
Tampakan Irrigators Association.  
 
The irrigators and other grassroots 
organizations joined the church 
initiated Save SOCSARGEN 
Movement, a local alliance that 
vowed to oppose the mining project 
and other extractive industries and 
to campaign for climate justice. 

 
Indigenous Peoples groups also 
joined the protests and belie 
company claims that they have been 
very supportive of the copper-gold 
ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ $ÁÇÕÉÌ #ÁÐÉÏÎȟ Á "ȭÌÁÁÎ 
leader residing inside the mine 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÒÅÁ ÌÁÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅÙ 
(XSTRATA-3-)Ɋ ÓÁÙ ×ÅȭÒÅ ok but in 
ÔÒÕÔÈ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÎÏÔȱȢ  

 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÍÉÎÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ 
ÄÉÖÉÄÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ  4ÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÎ 
respecting our right to a genuine 
consent by withholding important 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȱ #ÁÐÉÏÎ ÓÁÉÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ 
dialect. The protesters later signed a 
declaration against the Tampakan 
Copper Gold Project of XSTRATA-SMI 
and for a new mining law written in a 
large tarpaulin.   
 
Fr. Romeo Catedral, Social Action 
Center director of the diocese of 
Marbel lauded the local church 
ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ $ÉÏÃÅÓÅ ÏÆ 
Marbel has always been consistent 
with its stand against 
XSTRATA-3-)ȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÎÇ 
ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȱȢ 
 
Ȱ7Å ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
government has not been 
responsive to the issue of 
global warming and climate 
change.  It continues to 
allow large-scale mining 
and other extractives which 
will only lead to the 
irreversible loss of 
biodiversity and worse, 
destroy the future of the 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȱ #ÁÔÅÄÒÁÌ ÓÁÉÄ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ 
that they are pushing instead for the 
passage of the Alternative Mining Bill 
to replace the present mining law 
(RA 7942). 
 
Around 500 of the crowd held a 
caravan towards Koronadal City to 
stage a protest infront of the Mines 
and Geosciences Bureau Regional 
Office XII in the afternoon led by the 
Alliance for Genuine Development 
(AGENDA). 
Act of the demon  
 
In Maasim, Saranggani province, at 
least 300 protesters picketed in front 
of the proposed Alcantara owned 

200MW coal plant site in Sitio 
Tampuan to dramatize their 
vehement opposition to the project. 
A number of youth mimicked Avatar 
movie characters during the said 
protest. 
 
Led by Maasim Peoples Coalition on 
Climate Change (MP3C), the group 
marched with their placards from a 
nearby beach resort towards the 
plant site before holding a program 
where leaders took turns in 
lambasting the project. 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÁÌ &ÉÒed 
Power Plant is an act of the demon 

and never will it follow the will of 
God to make the people live in the 
ÆÕÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÓÁÉÄ ÁÎ 
agitated Pastor Roel Ubatay, a 
ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ "ȭÌÁÁÎ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÁÎÔ 
community during the picket. 
 
Maasim fisherfolks also slam the 
project saying that it threatens the 
coastal waters of the town that serve 
as their only source of living. 
 
Fisherfolk leader Mariano Panugas 
ÓÁÉÄ ȰÉÔ ÃÁÎ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÂÅ  ÔÒÕÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å 
will enjoy the same resources from 
the seas after the construction of the 
coal fired power plant. Fish will die 
or will go farther where our small 
ÂÏÁÔÓ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÏȱȢ 
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On  April 20, 2010, a day before the world celebrates the 
Mother Earth Day, around 500 members and friends of 
the PMCJ gathered in a people’s forum dubbed “Make-
shift for Climate Justice” in Marikina, the city in Metro 
Manila that was most devastated by Typhoon Ondoy. 
 

The event called on the Philippine government to make a 
shift away from the short-sighted, profit-driven, extractive 
and destructive development path, to heed the urgent 
demands of affected communities in pursuing a more 
equitable and sustainable development path, and to put 
peoplesõ interests at the center of the global talks to address 
climate change. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The event did not only serve as a kick-
off for coordinative actions to 
commemorate Earth Week, it was also a 
parallel event to the World Peopleõs 
Conference on Climate Change and the 
Rights of Mother Earth in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia from April 19 to 
22.  
 

It was a response to the global call for 
actions by international formations like 
Jubilee South/APMDD.  The activity in 
Bolivia gathered over 15,000 people and 
up to 70 governments from all over the 
world. It was made as a response to the 
failed COP15 in Copenhagen, the 
global gathering intended to highlight 
the key role of peopleõs movements and 
social movements in the climate 
struggle, and the need to forge critical 
alliance between movements and 
progressive governments. 
 

Unlike the COP-15 Copenhagen 
summit by the United Nations in last 
December 2009, PMCJõs event aimed to 
have an inclusive and participative 
environmental discourse. Rarely are 
there occasions where the very sectors 
affected by the issue of climate 
changeñagriculture, fisheries, urban 
poor, indigenous peoples, labor and 
womenñare given opportunities to 
share their situations and how they are 
being affected by the climate crisis. This 
time, these sectors were given a venue 
to speak. 
 

The program of the activity focused on 
the main proponents of climate change 
at the local, national, and international 
level and make participants realized that 
justice should be served for what had 
been done, thus climate justice. 

Led by key 
members of 
PMCJ, the 
opening plenary 
briefly explained 
the rationale of 
the event and the 
opportunity to 
expound the 
concept of climate 
justice to 
grassroots level. 
This also allows 
representatives 
from each affected 
sector to define 
how they perceive climate justice. 
Climate Change Commisioner Yeb 
Sano discussed what the Philippine 
government opted to do in the crisis 
while Judy Pasimio from Legal Rights 
and Natural Resource Center (LRC-
KsK) elaborated on the critical issues 
and challenges of climate justice while 
Mr. Red Constantino from the Institute 
for Climate and Sustainable Cities 
discussed the sustainable solutions and 
challenges to social movements and 
lastly Father John Leydon discussed 
with grace the earth community stories 
celebrating creativity and capacities. 
 

More importantly, the communities and 
sectors experiencing firsthand the 
impacts of climate change were able to 
speak out to convey their views on 
climate justice ð IP leader Allan Alam, 
Ruperto Aleroza of Kilusan 
Mangingisda(KM), Lourdes Labadan of 
Koalisyong Pabahay ng Pilipinas (KPP), 
representative of Kongreso ng 
Pagkakaisa ng mga Maralita ng 
Lungsod(KPML) and the leader of 
Samahang Demokratiko ng 

Kabataan(SDK) representing the youth 
sector. 
 

The second and most important part of 
the event was the sectoral small group 
discussions ð labor, urban poor 
communities, fisherfolks, women, 
housing, youth, mining and human 
rights, water, finance and power that 
aimed in bringing out the perspectives 
of individuals and communities on the 
issue and as well as to define their calls 
and demands for climate justice. 
 

At the end of the day, affected sectors 
and communities were able to articulate 
their calls and demands at the local and 
national level highlighting the struggles 
they have faced and the urgency of their 
needs in order to adapt to the ever 
increasing risk and vulnerability that the 
climate crisis entails.  
 

This will then complement mainly the 
campaigning of PMCJ at the national 
processes of Philippine Government in 
putting into substance its climate 
change policy in the coming months. 

Make -shift for 
Climate Justice  
Philippine Movement for Climate Justice 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ILOILO CITY, April 22, 2010 - Early morning 
walk from Molo Plaza to Iloilo River starts the 
Earth Day celebrations for around 150 mostly 
young people of the city.  
 
(ÕËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛɯ/ÈÝÐÈɯÊÖÜÕÊÐÓɯÊÈÕËÐËÈÛÌɯ)Öɯ)ÈÕɯ/ÈÜÓɯɁ)/ɂɯ
Penol, 19, the youngest for the May 10 elections 
joined the fun walk organized by the Student Council 
Alliance of the Philippines (SCAP) and Akbayan 
Youth. 
 
Congressman Walden Bello and city council 
candidate Jason Gonzalez led the signing of the 
declaration expressing concern that government 
agencies and officials tolerate the wanton violation of 
existing laws on clean air, biodiversity, coastal 
resource management and others.   
 
It stated that impacts of global warming like more 
intense and more frequent flooding, landslides, 
droughts and other extreme weather events are now 
ÛÏÌɯÎÙÈÝÌÚÛɯÛÏÙÌÈÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɀÚɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕȭɯɁ'ÜÔÈÕɯ
activities like the emissions of greenhouse gases from 
transportation and power plants and the destruction 
of forests by mining and conversion to other uses 
contributÌɯÚÐÎÕÐÍÐÊÈÕÛÓàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÛÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ$ÈÙÛÏɀÚɯ
ÈÛÔÖÚ×ÏÌÙÌȮɂɯÐÛɯÚÈÐËȭ 
  
The May 2010 Elections is seen as an opportunity to 
generate political will and accountability from the 
citizens and the elected officials for a healthier Earth.  
Akbayan Congressman Walden Bello planted 
mangrove propagule along Iloilo River. 
  

Thus the participants committed to call on all levels 
of government to take swift actions on clean energy, 
climate change and disaster risk management; to 
effectively implement environmental laws on 
ecological solid waste management; to work for the 
democratization of ownership of public utilities on 
water and electricity; and if elected into office, that 
they should be willing to submit to public 
performance evaluation after six months to assess 
compliance to social contracts for pro-environment 
plans, programs, policies and legislative reforms. 
 Ɂ(ÍɯÌÓÌÊÛÌËȮɯ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯÚÜÉÔÐÛɯÛÖɯÙÌÎÜÓÈÙɯÌÝÈÓÜÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯ
ÍÌÌËÉÈÊÒɯÖÕɯÔàɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ&ÖÕáÈÓÌáȭ 
  
Bello said that voters should make sure that they 
vote for those who are truly concerned with 
environmental issues.  
  
After the signing, hundreds of mangrove propagules 
were planted along the Iloilo River that was 
spearheaded by the Workers for Health and 
Environment (We-Heal) and the Iloilo Student 
Alliance for Nature and Development (I-Stand).  
  
The University of San Agustin (USA) Troubadours 
had a successful concert in the afternoon to cap the 
Earth Day celebrations. Part of the proceeds of the 
concert will be given to Green Forum ɬ Western 
Visayas to be used for the protection and 
rehabilitation activities of Iloilo River. 
 

 

 

 

Fun walk, 
mangrove 
planting 

and songs 
celebrate 
Earth day 

 Responsible Ilonggos for Sustainable Energy 
April 22, 2010 



 
 

Groups 

TQFD (NU½S 

to fight for 

climate 

justice 
 
April 21,2010 
 
 
 
MANILA, Philippines – Alyansa 
Tigil Mina (ATM), urges 
Government to fight for climate 
justice in the international 
negotiations in a culminating multi-
sectoral event on Wednesday held 
in Marikina Riverbanks.  
 
ATM, advocacy group on 
environmental and human rights issues 
and peopleõs movement composed of 
more than eighty (80) organizations 
from mining-affected communities and 
civil society organizations nationwide, 
is member of the Philippine Network 
on Climate Justice (PMCJ). 
 
òClimate justice is about demanding 
developed countries to be accountable 
for their historical responsibility as 
major contributors to climate change,ó 
said ATM national coordinator Jaybee 
Garganera. 
 
òThe centuries of progress of 
developed countries were driven by 
their fossil-fuel intensive economy that 
has disrupted our climate system. Now 
that climate change is already upon us, 
it is the poor and developing countries, 
which are least responsible for this 
problem and have the least capacity to 
cope with its impacts are the ones in 
great danger,ó said Garganera. 
Developed nations identified as Annex 
1 countries, under the international 

environmental treaty to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) known as 
the Kyoto Protocol (KP), have agreed 
to reduce their collective greenhouse 
gas emissions by 5.2% from their 1990 
levels by 2012. 
 
òOur Government should negotiate 
with the call for climate justice, which 
demands for early deeper emissions 
cuts that will involve not just not just 
the Annex 1 countries but also ALL 
developed countries who have 
economically progressed through 
excessive emissions detrimental actions 
and extraction of resources from other 
countries before the Conference of 
Parties (COP) 16. Countries like the 
US and Australia, which did not ratify 
the KP should also be held 
accountable,ó said Garganera. 
 
òMoreover, our Government must 
demand that these developed countries 
pay developing countries as reparations 
that should equitably provide finance 
to enable people of these vulnerable 
countries to cope with the impacts of 
climate change and to compensate for 
the damages, destruction and losses,ó 
added Garganera. 
Besides urging international pressure, 
Garganera also suggested local 
initiatives be implemented to mitigate 
climate change. 

 
òTo address climate change is to take 
both global and local actions. We can 
mitigate our carbon emissions by 
diligently regulating industries, impose 
moratorium on extractive industries 
that exacerbates climate change such as 
mining. Largescale mining destroys our 
ecosystems, which are natural climate 
stabilizers,ó said Garganera. 
 
òFurthermore, Government should 
also protect the vulnerable 
communities such us those the 
indigenous peoples (IPs) affected by 
mining whose main livelihood and 
culture depend on a healthy ecology,ó 
added Garganera. 
 
òWe, Bõlaans, have an accustomed 
climate system. Now, our elders are 
wondering about the changes in our 
climate that affect our livelihoods like 
our corn and rice production,ó said Jay 
Labuayan, Columbio Multisectoral 
Ecology Movement from Sultan 
Kudarat 
 
òThe dry season decreases our water 
supply making farming difficult and 
what makes this situation worst is 
logging and entry of mining. The lesser 
the tress, the less water we have. We 
blame government for allowing this 
happened to our community,ó said 
Labuayan. 



 

12 | Jubilee South Asia Pacific Movement on Debt and Development 
 

 òOur community has never 
experienced landslides before coal 
mining in our community,ó said Allan 
Alam, a Tõboli and member of the 
Hukom-Hublag Kontra Mina from 
Lake Cebu, South Cotabato 
òUpon the entry of coal mining in our 
community, with its drilling operations, 
we now experience landslides and it 
has also contaminated our water 
source. Our people are getting sick and 
many are experiencing diarrhea 
because of the chemicals used in mine 
drilling,ó exclaimed Alam. 
 
òOceanaGold Philippines, Inc. (OGPI) 
bulldozed our mountains and flattened 
our lands. They even scrapped off the 
topsoil with our citrus plantation and 
with some vegetation. Our area now 
feels hotter that before it was 
bulldozed because the plants, which 
used to provide a cooling effect to our 
area are now gone,ó said Marina 
Ansibey, Didipio Earth Savers 
Movement Association (DESAMA) 
from Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya (NV). 
 
òMoreover, because of OGPIõs 
drilling, the water freely flowing to our 
springs have dried out,ó added 
Ansibey. 
òWe grow different kinds fruit-bearing 
plants in our valley, which we supply to 

different parts in Luzon. Given the dry 
season we are experiencing now, there 
is a decrease in our production even 
without mining in our area. We fear 
that the entry of mining in our 
neighboring communities e.g. Runruno 
and Didipio will have impacts in our 
water supply and will make the 
situation worst,ó said Raymundo 
Bolhayon, an Ifugao and chairman of 
SALAKNIB ð Salakniban ti Lubong, 
Aglawlaw ken Karbengan dagiti Umili ti 
Nueva Vizcaya [Protect our 
environment because this is the right 
of the people of Nueva Vizcaya] from 
Malabing Valley Kasibu, NV. 
 
òThe intense dry season is affecting 
our farm production, which now does 
not suffice the production for our 
livelihood. Our creeks, rivers and 
streams are drying up,ó said Savador 
Dimain, tribal chieftain of the Maporac 
Tribal Council and chairman of 
Maporac Aeta Organization from 
Cabangan, Zambales. 
 
òWe fear the nonstop logging by the 
mining company in our community. 
Before the entry of mining, our 
community experience two months 
straight of rain without any occurrence 
of flashflood. Since mining conducted 
massive logging operations we now 

experience flashfloods within the span 
of 2 to 3 days consecutive rains,ó 
explained Dimain. 
 
òThe mining company has turned our 
river into their mine tailings dump. We 
are scared of the next rainy season 
should there be a spill or overflow 
from that river. It will contaminate our 
water and there will be 126 families 
from Maporac who will be affected, 
which might also reach the town in 
Cabangan Zambales,ó added Dimain. 
 
The culminating activity for climate 
justice is an initiative of the PMCJ to 
express its global solidarity action 
parallel to the ôWorld People's 
Conference on Climate Change and 
the Rights of Mother Earthõ happening 
in Cochabamba, Bolivia as a response 
to the failed COP 15 in Copenhagen 
held in December last year. 
 
ATM is convened by HARIBON, 
Legal Rights and Natural Resources 
Center ð Friends of the Earth 
Philippines  
(LRC/FOEI) and Philippine 
Partnership for the Development of 
Human Resources in Rural Areas 
(PhilDHRRA).

 



 
 

Groups seek green leaders in  

May 2010 polls 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 22, 2010  
 

MANILA, Philippines  ɀ More than 200 strong environmental advocates, led by Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM), 
danced their way to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) to raise public 
awareness to vote for candidates that will advance green agenda in the country on Thursday.  

 

Ȱ#ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÎÇ %ÁÒÔÈ $ÁÙ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÕÓ ÏÆ -ÏÔÈÅÒ %ÁÒÔÈȭÓ 
centuries-old generosity providing humanity the 
resources we need to survive in this planet. Reality is, 
we have used our resources beyond our basic needs 
with our hunger ÆÏÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ Ȭ×ÁÎÔÓȭ ÁÎÄ 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ !4- ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ *ÁÙÂÅÅ 
Garganera. 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÉÎ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌ 
condition primarily because of a misguided 
development system, which continuously exhaust our 
resources beyond its capacity to regenerate or 
replenish, relentlessly polluted our air, water and land 
ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÔÕÒÂÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÅØÃÅÓÓÉÖÅ ÅÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓȟȱ 
added Garganera. 
 
Ȱ7Å ÃÁÌÌ ÏÎ Á ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÎÏÔ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȦ 7Å 
need to change the current misguided development 
system that exacerbates climate change. In particular, 
the aggressive promotion of extractive and fossil-fuel 
based economy such as logging, mining and coal-fired 
ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÓÑÕÁÎÄÅÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÌÅÆÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÆÉÎÉÔÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȟȱ 
ÅØÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ 'ÁÒÇÁÎÅÒÁȢ Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ Æor the scrapping 

of the Philippine Mining Act of 1995, the passage of an 
alternative law on mineral management and a 
moratorium on large-ÓÃÁÌÅ ÍÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȱȟ ÈÅ 
added. 
 
Ȱ7Å ɍ!4-Ɏ ÃÁÌÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ &ÉÌÉÐÉÎÏ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÅÔÉÃÕÌÏÕÓ 
about choosing our future leaders in the May 2010 
election. We urge each voter to look into the platforms 
of the candidates especially with regards to their 
environmental and development agenda for our 
ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȟȱ ÅØÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ 'ÁÒÇÁÎÅÒÁȢ 
 
Ȱ7Å ÓÅÅË ÇÒÅÅÎ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÏÓÓÅÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁl will 
to change the system of thoughtless fast-tracked 
issuance of business permits to the extractive 
industries and poor regulation of these industries. We 
want robust leadership that will hold environmental 
criminals accountable and implement stricter 
mÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÏÎ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÓÁÆÅÇÕÁÒÄÓȟȱ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ 
Garganera. 
 
!4-ȭÓ ÃÁÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÎÏÔ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ 
express its global solidarity action parallel to the 
Ȭ7ÏÒÌÄ 0ÅÏÐÌÅͻÓ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÏÎ #ÌÉÍÁÔÅ #ÈÁÎÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
2ÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ -ÏÔÈÅÒ %ÁÒÔÈȭ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ #ÏÃÈÁbamba, 
Bolivia as a response to the failed COP 15 in 
Copenhagen held in December last year. 
 
ATM is an advocacy group on environmental and 
ÈÕÍÁÎ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÄ 
of more than eighty (80) organizations from mining-
affected communities and civil society organizations 
nationwide. It is convened by HARIBON, Legal Rights 
and Natural Resources Center ɀ Friends of the Earth 
Philippines (LRC/FOEI) and Philippine Partnership for 
the Development of Human Resources in Rural Areas 
(PhilDHRRA)
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INDIA 

Maheshwar dam oustess  

do-or-die struggle 
 

By Namada Baachao Antolan  ɬ April 22, 2010 

 
round 1000 oustees of the 
Maheshwar dam arrived today 
in Delhi and began a satyagraha 

and indefinite fast demanding that 
the Environment Ministry must 
immediately suspend the construction 
of Maheshwar dam under S.5 of the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 
until a comprehensive Rehabilitation 
Plan is submitted, and over 70,000 
oustees are rehabilitated and 
resettled according to the conditions 
of the environmental clearances and 
the approved rehabilitation policy.  

 
Representatives of the oustees of 
Omkareshwar, Indira Sagar, Man and 
Upper Beda dams are also participating 
in this struggle. 
 
It may be noted that while the 
construction work on the dam is now 
about 80%, the rehabilitation of the 
70,000 oustees is around 5%. In this 
grave situation three people 
comprising of Shri Alok Agarwal, senior 
activist of the Narmada Bachao 
Andolan as well as two persons 
affected by the Maheshwar dam Smt. 
Komalbai and Shri Ramlal Patidar have 
started an indefinite Fast and 
Satyagraha at Jantar Mantar, New 
Delhi from 22nd April, 2010. The 
oustees and the NBA are determined 
to do-or-die, unless their demands are 
met. 
 
The Maheshwar dam is one of the 
large dams being built on river 
Narmada. The project was privatised 
by the Government of M.P. in 1992, 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ΦYǳƳŀǊΩǎ 

group. Around 
70,000 peasants, 
fisher people, 
boatpeople and 
landless workers 
in 61 villages of 
this area who are 
presently 
dependent on the 
extremely rich 
riverine and land 
economy will be 
affected by this project. The oustees 
have been relentlessly fighting for their 
rights, for last 14 years under the aegis 
of Narmada Bachao Andolan.  
 
It may be pointed out that as per the 
Rehabilitation and Resettlement 
Policy, the affected villagers are to be 
provided agricultural land and other 
rehabilitation benefits. The Ministry of 
Environment and Forest gave its 
clearance to private company SMHPCL 
of the S.Kumars group in 2001.  
 
However, in violation of the conditions 
of the clearance which required that a 
complete R&R Plan with details of 
agricultural land was to be submitted 
by December 2001, and which 
required the implementation of the 
R&R measures at the same pace as 
dam construction, the construction 
work is now about 80%, while the 
rehabilitation of the 70,000 oustees is 
around 5%.  
Even the full extent of submergence is 
yet to be known, as the project 
authorities are playing with the figures 
of affected area, and re also refusing to 
do the back-water level surveys.  

 
After the oustees demonstrated before 
the Environment Ministry on the 17th 
of February 2010, the Ministry issued a 
show cause notice under S.5 of the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to 
the promoter company Shree 
Maheshwar Hydel Power Corporation 
Limited (SMHPCL) stating that there 
has been no satisfactory compliance 
with the conditions of the 
environmental clearance, and asking 
them to show cause as to why the 
clearance should not be revoked and 
directions for the closure of the 
Maheshwar project should not be 
issued.  
The reply filed by SMHPCL in response 
to the show- cause notice confirms 
that there is no Rehabilitation Plan 
with details of the agricultural land to 
be allotted to the oustees, and that the 
R&R measures are far lagging behind 
the construction of the dam.  
 
After above reply, during his visit to 
Bhopal on 2nd April 2010 Environment 
Minister Shri Jairam Ramesh himself 
acknowledged before the media that 
conditions of clearance in Maheshwar 

A 



 

15 | Jubilee South Asia Pacific Movement on Debt and Development 
 

Project have been violated and status 
of rehabilitation is appalling. He also 
said that he is ready to suspend work 
on the dam until rehabilitation is 
completed. However the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests has not 
suspended the work till now.  

The Narmada Bachao Andolan 
demands the Ministry of Environment 
and Forests the Ministry which has 
statutory power and is under statutory 
duty, to immediately suspend the 
construction on the dam, until a 
comprehensive Rehabilitation Plan is 

submitted, and the oustees are 
rehabilitated and resettled according 
to the conditions of the clearances and 
the R&R Policy.  

 
http://www.mynews.in/News/Maheshwar_Dam_o
ustees_launch_do-or-die_struggle_N48975.html?> 

 

India suspends dam construction 
By Narmada Bachao Andolan ς April 22, 2010 
 
 

he Ministry of Environment and 
Forests has issued a letter ordering 
the immediate suspension of the 
construction of the Maheshwar Dam 

on river Narmada. It stated that the 
villagers have not been provided 
agricultural land and other rehabilitation 
benefits. Hunger strikes by activists end in 
celebration.  
 

As second day of the dharna and 
hungerstrike by oustees of Maheshwar 
dam ended, the Ministry of Environment 
and Forests issued a letter ordering the 
immediate suspension of the construction 
of the Maheshwar Dam and conceding the 
demands of the oustees because of non-
compliance of environmental conditions 
stipulated in the environmental clearance 
dated 1.05.2001.  
  

The letter issued late today referred to the 
reply given by the Shree Maheshwar 
Hydel Power Corporation Ltd to the Show 
Cause Notice issued by the Ministry and 
termed it as ñnot satisfactory.ò 
  

Among the reasons cited by the Ministry 
for not finding the SMHPCLôs response 
satisfactory are that ñNegligible R&R work 
has been doneò and that ñNo agricultural 
land has been identified for rehabilitation 
purposesò and that rehabilitation work has 
been completed in only one village, Jalud, 
of the many villages facing submergence. 
   

Furthermore, the letter from the Ministry 
also stated that the backwater level 
calculation report of the Central Water 
Commission which was to be submitted by 
December 2009 has not yet been 

submitted, and that the two wildlife 
sanctuaries have not been created.  
 

The letter goes on to say that exercising 
the powers under Section 5 of the 
Environment (Protection) Act of 1986, the 
Central Government directs the project 
proponent to suspend the ongoing 
construction work at the Maheshwar Hydro 
Electric Project site with ñimmediate effect 
till a satisfactory compliance report on the 
above mentioned issues is submitted by 
the project proponent [SMHPCL] and the 
same is found to be implemented by this 
Ministry.ò  
 

Expressing relief at this order from the 
Ministry, the activists of the Narmada 
Bachao Andolan who were on an 
indefinite hunger strike ended their fast.  
Senior NBA activist Alok Agrawal, 
breaking his fast after 30 hours, said ñWe 
are happy with the letter issued by the 
MoEF. 
  

It reaffirms the faith of the people in 
democratic institutions.  We are committed 
to continue our struggle and ensure that 
the order is fully implemented and each 
and every project-affected family gets its 
full entitlements, and is treated with dignity 
and respect.ò  
 

The Maheshwar dam is one of the large 
dams being built on river Narmada. The 
project was privatised by the 
Government of M.P. in 1992, and 
handed over to the S.Kumarôs group. 
Around 70,000 peasants, fisher people, 
boatpeople and landless workers in 61 
villages of this area who are presently 
dependent on the extremely rich 

riverine and land economy will be 
affected by this project.  
 

The oustees have been relentlessly 
fighting for their rights, for last 14 years 
under the aegis of Narmada Bachao 
Andolan.  
 

As per the Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement Policy, the affected 
villagers are to be provided agricultural 
land and other rehabilitation benefits.  
 

However, in violation of the conditions 
of the clearance granted by the Minister 
of Environment and Forests, which 
required that a complete R&R Plan with 
details of agricultural land was to be 
submitted by December 2001, and 
which required the implementation of 
the R&R measures at the same pace as 
dam construction, the construction work 
is now about 80%, while the 
rehabilitation of the 70,000 oustees is 
around 5%.  
 

Even the full extent of submergence is 
yet to be known since the backwater 
survey has not been done.  In view of 
these gross violations of the terms of 
clearance, the dam oustees of the 
Maheshwar dam had undertaken an 
indefinite satyagraha and hunger strike 
from yesterday, to demand that the 
construction work should be suspended 
immediately. 
 
http://southasia.oneworld.net/todaysheadlines/India-
suspends-dam-construction  

 
 
 

T 

On 22nd April 2010, 

Earth day National 

Hawker Federation 

and Hawker Sangram 

Committee organized 



 
 

 

The last rally began at Russel 

Street, to Park Street, J.L Nehru 

Road, and Ho -chi min Sarani.  

 

 

For the first rally, protesters 

marched at 3 in the afternoon 

from Gariahat crossing until 

Ballygunge. The protest action 

covered the whole Gariahat area.  

 

National Hawker Federation and 

Hawker Sangram Committee organized 

three rallies in different parts of Kolkata  
22 April 2010  

 

 
The second rally started at 5 

in the afternoon from New 

Market and covered the 
Esplanade area.  
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INDONESIA 

 
PRESS STATEMENT 

 

STOP PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT, 

RESTORE THE LIFE 

 
 
 
 
Yesterday, Thursday, April 22nd 2010, people around the world commemorated the celebration of Earth 
Day. The basic spirit of this celebration is to honor and respect for the earth as a home and centre of life 
of humankind and all creatures of God Almighty.  Earth and everything in and around her is believed to 
live in an interconnected network of text called the ecosystem. As a system, then every element in the 
ecology composer has an irreplaceable role in the sense that if the element is missing then the ec ology as 
a system will be damaged and lead to chaos and destruction. In ecological systems, the ÈÕÍÁÎȭÓ role is 
very crucial. If insofar human beings have been more as destroyer, which in turn will ruin the human life 
itself, now we need to have a strong c ommitment to manifest the human role as a custodian.  

 

In connection with this, the People's 
Conference on the Right of Mother 
Earth has been take place in April 
18th to 22nd 2010, in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia, which was held as a series 
with 10 Year's War Water 
Memorial, April 16th to 18th 2010, 
as a people's movement around the 
world to response the failure and 
the lack of Copenhagen Accord or 
the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). The Copenhagen Accord 
is not legally binding and does not 
charge the efforts that must be 
taken by all countries to cope with 
the climate change issue and 
problem. UNFCCC in Copenhagen 
also failed to emphasize the 
responsibility of developed 
countries (Annex 1) which is the 
main sponsor of the contemporary 
development model that has 
damaged the environment, ignoring 
the human basic rights which in 
turn cause the climate injustice. 

      In the discourse of climate 
change, countries of Annex 1 have a 
historical debt and ecological debt 
to countries of Non-Annex 1. 
Indonesia is one of the States 
Parties to the UNFCCC that are not 
included in Annex 1, classified as a 
developing country, and therefore it 
could collect the historical and 
ecological debt from developed 
countries or North Countries 
(Annex 1). But the logic of this debt 
was ironic considering the political 
practices of  Indonesia itself is very 
thick with a progressive 
developmentalism ideology whose 
main characters are extractive and 
exploitative. If this paradigm is not 
addressed then the ecological debt 
collection would only affect the 
same, even worse than the loan 
model in the name of development, 
that is directed to the progressive 
development which is exploitative 
and extractive and not to 
the regressive development which 
emphasizes the victims rights to 

reparation and the restoration of 
ecosystem. This progressive 
development paradigm brings 
violation of human rights in various 
forms, ranging from civil and 
political rights, economic, social and 
cultural rights, especially basic 
needs (food, water, shelter, and 
health), as well as the rights of 
third -generation human rights 
especially the right to a healthy 
environment, the right to just 
development, right to 
intergenerational equity and 
sustainability. 
      People's Coalition for the Right 
to Water (KRUHA) ɀ a networking 
organization which cares for the life 
of human beings and healthy 
environment, especially in terms of 
the right to water which is the most 
fundamental rights and a 
prerequisite for fulfilling the right to 
life (UN General Comment 6 on 
Article 6 of the UN Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, the right to life) 
and rights which are as an integral 
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part of the right to food (General 
Comment 15 on Article 11 of the UN 
Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights) ɀ appreciate the 
awareness among many social 
elements on the importance of the 
maintenance and the restoration of 
a healthy environment and the 
importance of changing the 
progressive development model 
whose main characters are 
extractive and exploitative. 
However, this awareness is very 
shallow if it is returned only to the 
agenda of individual behavior 
change and not structural and 
system changes. Environmental 
damage is so systemic, and political 
collapse by the subjection under the 
reign of capitalism and market 
fundamentalism has been so severe, 
that the way out can not be 
recommended solely how to deal 
with individual behavior change. 
What is most importantly needed is 
to build a new habitus, a social 
change which is a synthesis of the 
dialectic of structural and system 
changes with individual behavior 
changes or initiatives. Considering 
the damage was so systemic, 
changes sine qua non has to be 
started from changing the political 
system and economic structure. 

      Therefore, KRUHA demands 
the government to:  first , return 
the political sovereignty in the 
truest sense, where all public 
matters become common interest 
and good which will involve all the 
people, and not only the business of 
the market nor the government 
elites. To that end, the entire 
political installations ranging from 
policies to institutions must be 

purged of the elements of 
neoliberalism and be returned to 
the people as common interest (the 
republic). Thus, there must be 
immediately a change of the 
political system and social 
structure, and not primarily 
individual behavior change. In 
contemporary context, the social 
and political changes which are put 
too much on individual behavior is 
just like a day-dream because of the 
culture of banality; we need the 
comprehensive changes which are 
started from system and structural 
changes. 

      Second, the government should 
demand the ecological debt from 
developed countries not to finance 
the progressive development any 
more, which is in the discourse of 
climate change termed as mitigation 
and adaptation or clean 
development mechanism (CDM) but 
primarly to finance the regressive 
development that leads to fulfill the 
victims' rights to reparation 
(restitution, compensation, 
rehabilitation) due to destructive 
development (mining, polluting 
industries, exploitation of water, 
etc.) and leads to ecological 
restoration. 

      Third , the government must 
carry out three main state 
obligations on human rights, 
namely the obligation to respect, to 
protect and to fulfill. (A) The 
government should respect the 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÂÙ ÎÏÔ 
causing damage or interfere with 
people's access to water (the 
principle of do no harm). (B) 
However, respect is not enough 

with regard to the presence of other 
parties that threaten the people's 
right to water; the government 
should protect the people from the 
water resource occupation by 
companies which exploit and make 
water as a commodity in the form of 
bottled water and any other forms. 
In regard to that, we demand the 
government stop the exploitation of 
water in Sukabumi, Klaten, East 
Java, Berastagi, Bali, and many other 
places in Indonesia, and to ban the 
plan of re-operating Aqua-Danone 
exploitation in Padarincang, Serang, 
Banten. (C) In the context in which 
the people have no water resources, 
or access difficulties, the 
government must fulfill the people's 
rights to water. The obligation of 
fulfillment should not involve the 
private sector. Private involvement 
in the affairs of the fulfillment of the 
right to water will change the 
essence of water 
from right  into commoditiy. No 
private business is not looking for a 
profit. Public service is not about 
profit, but rather a matter of 
obligation. If the State jumps on the 

bandwagon to get profit of public 
services, then the State per 
definitionem has been defeated by 
perform. Do not let it happen!  

By Peopleôs Coalition for the 

Right to Water (KRUHA)  
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CClliimmaattee  DDeebbtt  PPoossttccaarrdd  CCaammppaaiiggnn  
 

22 April 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 Source: 
http://www.iesr-

indonesia.org/publikasi/materi-
kampanye/call-fo-climate-justice/ 

 


