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Intex in Violation of OECD Guidelines: Church Affirms Anti-Mining Calls in Mindoro Nickel Project
The National Contact Point (NCP) in Norway for the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises has published its final statement in response to a complaint against Intex Resources ASA (Intex) concerning the Mindoro Nickel Project (MNP) on the island of Mindoro, after almost three years of investigation.
The complaint was submitted by the Norwegian NGO, Future in Our Hands (FIOH), in conjunction with PIPLinks (Philippine Indigenous Peoples Links) and Middlesex University Department of Law in the UK, and ALAMIN (Alyansa Laban sa Mina) in Oriental Mindoro. 
The Norwegian National Contact Point (NCP) found out that mining firm Intex Resources had obtained a Free, Prior, Informed Consent (FPIC) from the affected indigenous peoples of Mindoro through questionable procedures. The report pointed out that there was also a glaring defect regarding undue influence and lack of transparency in issues regarding fund donations. There is also a failure in adequately assessing environmental risks of the project and the lack of compliance to the required disclosure to the stakeholders.
The National Secretariat for Social Action (NASSA) of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) bewails the lack of transparency and accountability of the mining companies operating in the Philippines and the pattern by which mining companies in collusion with the national government agencies aggressively promote mining at the expense of the environment and the indigenous peoples’ rights, as in the case of Mindoro Nickel Project.

According to Fr. Edwin Gariguez, NASSA’s Executive Secretary and one of the founding members of ALAMIN, a network of civil society, church and peoples’ organizations, and the local governments in Oriental Mindoro opposing the project: “The communities in Mindoro had always been pointing out the flaws and grossly questionable processes by which the Intex Resources was forcibly pushing the Mindoro Nickel Project at the expense of peoples’ opposition, the rights of the indigenous peoples and the threats to our fragile ecosystems. We are thankful that we can have recourse to international standards and mechanisms like the OECD Guidelines. The statement of NCP in Norway, after three years of investigation, confirms the major deficiencies that we have been complaining about. We hope Intex will honestly admit their lack of management capacity to pursue this project.”

CBCP-NASSA notes that the NCP findings identifying the breaches of the OECD Guidelines by Intex Resources reflects the sub-standard regulatory structures and deficient monitoring mechanisms that our country has for extractive industry. The non-compliance of transnational corporation to the internationally recognized minimum standard for business conduct spells doubt as to the industry’s claim for the much-taunted “responsible” mining myth.

 

We in the Church affirms our call to the Aquino administration to repeal the Mining Act of 1995 that do not adequately protect the interest of our people and the country’s natural resources. We reiterate our critique that “the government mining policy is offering our lands to foreigners with liberal conditions while our people continue to grow in poverty. We stated that the adverse social impact on the affected communities far outweigh the gains promised by the Trans-national corporations.”
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