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MANIFESTO of UNITY

Local Governments’ and Church Peoples’ response to the worsening impacts 
of mining in the Philippines

Across the Philippines, in many local, poor, rural and indigenous communities affected by mining operations and threatened by mining applications, a pattern of abuse and human rights violations is manifest.  The continuous harassment, displacement, destruction of traditional sources of livelihood, and the plunder of the environment, to name just a few, are often perpetrated or caused by private entities or corporations with the aid or neglect -- often both -- of the State.  

We have seen that the intensified promotion of mining by the State exacerbates the violations to basic and intergenerational human rights, such as, but not limited to, the right to health, food, land, and water.  The injurious impacts of mining in the Philippines are far from imagined.  In the island province of Marinduque, the rivers of Boac and Mogpog remain dead, Marinduqueños continue to suffer from the toxic chemicals unleashed by Marcopper.  Recently in 2005, fish kills occurred, not once but twice, in the island of Rapu-Rapu, where the government has also allowed large scale mining.  In Didipio, Kasibu, Nueva Vizcaya, indigenous peoples are arrested for cutting trees intended for their homes; meanwhile, destruction of the Dinkidi Hill, locally known as “Culhi”, including its entire ecosystem is legally allowed to give way to gold and copper mining.

The national mining policy is often incompatible with the path of development that local communities have envisioned and defined for themselves.  It also runs counter to the concept of participatory local governance and sustainable development.  
Mining’s numerous negative impacts cast serious doubt upon the national government’s claim of its economic benefits.  Considering also the current global financial crisis, the claimed gains on investments, income and revenue are doubtful.  What is clear is that the irreversible damage that mining had brought and will bring to our communities and the future generation will not be compensated by whatever amount in revenues the government may collect.
As stewards of God’s creation and public servants, we, Church leaders and officials of local government units, call upon:

· The CATHOLIC CHURCH, the CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF THE PHILIPPINES (CBCP) and other LEADERS of the Catholic Church to remain mindful of and responsive to the plight of the poor and marginalized, including rural and indigenous communities affected by mining;
· The Catholic Church, CBCP and other Leaders of the Catholic Church to persevere in its commitments to the poor, including rural and indigenous communities affected by mining.  During the Second National Rural Congress, leaders of the Catholic Church committed to put in place venues for dialogue accessible to the poor; to intensify engagements with public officials in the legislation and implementation of social justice measures; to capacitate people in rural areas by continuous work of organizing Basic Ecclesial Communities and groups that are conscious of their rights and duties and help each other work for integral development in the light of the Gospel of Christ; to encourage the lay faithful to intensify the fight against graft and corruption, and accompany upright public officials in their efforts to serve the people in transparency and truth; to direct Church institutions and organizations to be more engaged in works of solidarity, justice and charity for the poor in rural areas, and to be more actively engaged in protecting and promoting the integrity of creation; and, to strive to be faithful to live out the mission as the Church of the Poor – a Church both engaged in the work of integral evangelization, as well as in Social Reform;
· The NATIONAL GOVERNMENT to sincerely and seriously review its mining policy and formulate a new one that is consistent with sustainable development and the vision and needs of local, poor, rural and indigenous communities;
· The NATIONAL GOVERNMENT to scrap the current mining law and enact a new one that protects human rights, responds to the needs of local, poor, rural and indigenous communities, guards the environment, and genuinely contributes to the economic requirements of the country;
· The NATIONAL GOVERNMENT and LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS to respect the people’s right to chart their own path to sustainable development;
· The NATIONAL GOVERNMENT and LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS to revoke mining concessions in areas where a pattern of abuse and human rights violations is manifest, or where the threat to food security of the people outweighs projected benefits from mining;
· The NATIONAL GOVERNMENT and LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS to impose moratoria on mining activities until human rights, including rights of indigenous peoples, are recognized, respected and upheld, affected individuals and communities are justly compensated for damages, and the environment is protected, or if previously damaged by or as a consequence of mining activities, rehabilitated;  
· The NATIONAL GOVERNMENT to respect and recognize existing moratoria on mining enacted by local government units;
· The NATIONAL GOVERNMENT to close and rehabilitate abandoned mines appropriately within standards that would prevent further damage to environment and community of peoples living in the surrounding area;  
· The NATIONAL GOVERNMENT to respect and recognize the mandatory consultative process and consent requirement as provided for in the Local Government Code of 1991, and other pertinent laws;
· The LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS, together with CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS, to intensify their authority or role in the protection of the environment, and management of the country’s natural resources.
Once again, as stewards of God’s creation, and as public servants, we make our call, and reiterate our own commitments, so love, truth, justice and peace may reign, in a united and one Philippines.
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