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Who negotiates for our common future? 
Who will be negotiating on behalf of the Filipino people in the coming climate negotiations in Copenhagen on December 7-18, 2009? 
News are circulating that the list of the Philippine delegation to the Conference of Parties (COP 15) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) excludes veteran and uncompromising negotiators. Taking them out of the delegation at this crucial point will be inimical to the interests of the country and will cause a serious embarrassment for the Philippines and the rest of the developing world. 
“We demand from President Gloria Macapagal- Arroyo to make the official list of the Philippine delegation to Copenhagen, transparent and inclusive of highly qualified and trained negotiators,“  asserts Chito Tionko of the CSO Working Group on Climate Change and Development and member of the Philippine Delegation to Bangkok.  


He says,” we are deeply bothered with the reluctance of the President and some high-level government officials to recognize and involve the seasoned and competent members of previous negotiating teams that represented our country in the preparatory meetings for the Copenhagen talks.” 

Milo Tanchuling of Freedom from Debt Coalition hopes that “the exclusion of Ms. Bernarditas Muller, a long time diplomat who has represented the country in various multi-lateral environmental negotiations, and other members of civil societies is not a cowardly acquiescence to the US, EU, Japan, Canada, Australia pressures to eliminate from the negotiations vocal defenders of developing countries’ interests.”
The visit of US Sec. of State Hilary Clinton has notably influenced the recent pronouncements of President Arroyo, who have since avowed "we need not insist on deep and early cuts in carbon emission, but we should require countries to make a commitment.” 
Annex 1 or the developed countries led by the US are maliciously resolute in neutralizing Ms. Muller and other outspoken critics from developing countries. So-called “Climate Ambassadors” have been making the rounds in developing countries pitching vague promises of financial support for climate change adaptation programs.   Has our President succumbed to these apparent buy-offs? 

Clearly, this administration doesn't have a clear understanding of COP-15's moral, scientific, and political deadline.
Any compliance to pressures from US and EU countries is a serious challenge to Philippine sovereignty. We will not surrender our national liberties to the political maneuverings of the US and its allies in derailing the negotiations by preventing the staunch advocates of poor developing nations in coming to Copenhagen. 

"The Philippine positions are very progressive, and carry not just our national interests, but also the interests of vulnerable developing countries. But in order for our progressive positions to get through, they have to be effectively negotiated. Our chief negotiators and technical advisers play a strategic role in the negotiations; without them, the most

progressive positions become meaningless "  Kala Constantino, Advocacy Coordinator of Oxfam in the Philippines said.
"We therefore urge the President to keep the integrity of the Philippine positions, as well as the composition of the Philippine delegation, to include the country's key negotiators and technical advisers," she added.

Rowena Bolinas, Coordinator of the CSO Working Group on Climate Change and Development adds, “we believe the Filipino people deserve to be represented by negotiators who will not be coerced into agreeing to any worthless deal that will compromise our common future.  

She urges the national government, particularly the Office of the President, “TO BE ACCOUNTABLE. By law, they are bound to secure NATIONAL INTERESTS --- in particular, the interests of the Filipino people who are suffering severely from climate-related impacts.  To deny the Filipino people of this opportunity, via the negotiations, and to claim the right for survival because of political-economic interests of a few, is tantamount to a GROSS NEGLIGENCE of DUTY and a GROSS VIOLATION of our RIGHTS to survival, development, environment, and livelihoods.”
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